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Noting the decline, in comparison with previous years,
in the number of nuclear tests conducted in 1990,

Convinced that an end to nuclear testing by all States in
all environments for all time is an essential step in order
to prevent the qualitative improvement and development
of nuclear weapons and their further proliferation and to
contribute, along with other concurrent efforts to reduce
nuclear arms, te the eventual elimination of nuclear
weapons,

Noting also concemns expressed about the environmental
and health risks associated with underground nuclear
testing,

Convinced also that the most effective way to achieve
an end to nuclear testing is through the conclusion, at an
early date, of a verifiable, comprehensive nuclear-test-ban
treaty that will attract the adherence of all States,

Taking into account the undertakings by the original par-
ties to the 1963 Treaty Banning Nuclear Weapon Tests in
the Atmosphere, in Outer Space and under Water* to seek
to achieve the early discontinuance of all test explosions
of nuclear weapons for all time, and also noting the re-
iteration of this commitment in the 1968 Treaty on the
Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons,'®

Noting with satisfaction the work being undertaken
within the Conference on Disarmament by the Ad Hoc
Group of Scientific Experts to Consider International Co-
operative Measures to Detect and Identify Seismic Events,
and in this context welcoming the second technical test
concerning the global exchange and analysis of seismic
data,

Recalling that the Amendment Conference of the States
Parties to the Treaty Banning Nuclear Weapon Tests in the
Atmosphere, in Outer Space and under Water was held in
New York from 7 to 18 January 1991,

1. Reaffirms its conviction that a treaty to achieve the
prohibition of all nuclear-test explosions by all States in
all environments for all time is a matter of priority which
would constitute an essential step in order to prevent the
qualitative improvement and development of nuclear
weapons and their further proliferation, and which would
contribute to the process of nuclear disarmament;

2. Urges, therefore, all States to seek to achieve the
early discontinuance of all nuclear-test explosions for all
time;

3. Reaffirms the particular responsibilities of the Con-
ference on Disarmament in the negotiation of a compre-
hensive nuclear-test-ban treaty, and in this context urges
the re-establishment of the Ad Hoc Committee on a Nu-
clear Test Ban in 1992 with an appropriate mandate;

4. Reguests the Conference on Disarmament, in this
context, to intensify its substantive work on specific and
interrelated test-ban issues, including structure and scope
and verification and compliance, taking also into account
all relevant proposals and future initiatives;

5. Urges the Conference on Disarmament:

(a) To take into account the progress achieved by the
Ad Hoc Group of Scientific Experts to Consider Interna-
tional Cooperative Measures to Detect and Identify Seis-
mic Events, including the experience gained from the tech-
nical test concerning the global exchange and analysis of
seismic data, and other relevant initiatives;

() To continue efforts to establish, with the widest
possible participation, an international seismic monitoring

network with a view to developing further a system for the
effective monitoring and verification of compliance with a
comprehensive nuclear-test-ban treaty;

(¢) To investigate other measures to monitor and verify
compliance with such a treaty, including on-site inspec-
tions, satellite monitoring and an international network to
monitor atmospheric radioactivity;

6. Urges:

(@) The nuclear-weapon States to agree promptly to ap-
propriate verifiable and militarily significant interim meas-
ures, with a view to concluding a comprehensive nuclear-
test-ban treaty;

(b) Those nuclear-weapon States which have not yet
done so to adhere to the Treaty Banning Nuclear Weapon
Tests in the Atmosphere, in Outer Space and under Water;

7. Calls upon the Conference on Disarmament to re-
port to the General Assembly at its forty-seventh session
on progress made;

8. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
forty-seventh session an item entitled “Comprehensive
nuclear-test-ban treaty”.
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46/30. Establishment of a nuclear-weapon-free zone
in the region of the Middle East

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolutions 3263 (XXIX) of 9 December
1974, 3474 (XXX) of 11 December 1975, 31/71 of 10 De-
cember 1976, 32/82 of 12 December 1977, 33/64 of 14 De-
cember 1978, 34/77 of 11 December 1979, 35/147 of 12
December 1980, 36/87 of 9 December 1981, 37/75 of 9
December 1982, 38/64 of 15 December 1983, 39/54 of 12
December 1984, 40/82 of 12 December 1985, 41/48 of 3
December 1986, 42/28 of 30 November 1987, 43/65 of 7
December 1988, 44/108 of 15 December 1989 and 45/52
of 4 December 1990 on the establishment of a nuclear-
weapon-free zone in the region of the Middle East,

Recalling also the recommendations for the estab-
lishment of such a zone in the Middle East consistent with
paragraphs 60 to 63, and in particular paragraph 63 (d), of
the Final Document of the Tenth Special Session of the
General Assembly,?

Emphasizing the basic provisions of the above-mentioned
resolutions, which call upon all parties directly concerned
to consider taking the practical and urgent steps re-
quired for the implementation of the proposal to establish
a nuclear-weapon-free zone in the region of the Middle
East and, pending and during the establishment of such
a zone, to declare solemnly that they will refrain, on a
reciprocal basis, from producing, acquiring or in any
other way possessing nuclear weapons and nuclear ex-
plosive devices and from permitting the stationing of nu-
clear weapons on their territory by any third party, to
agree to place all their nuclear facilities under Interna-
tional Atomic Energy Agency safeguards and to declare
their support for the establishment of the zone and to
deposit such declarations with the Security Council for
consideration, as appropriate,

Reaffirming the inalienable right of all States to acquire
and develop nuclear energy for peaceful purposes,
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Emphasizing also the need for appropriate measures on
the question of the prohibition of military attacks on nu-
clear facilities,

Bearing in mind the consensus reached by the General
Assembly at its thirty-fifth session that the establishment
of a nuclear-weapon-free zone in the region of the Middle
East would greatly enhance international peace and secu-
Tity,

Desirous of building on that consensus so that substan-
tial progress can be made towards establishing a nuclear-
weapon-free zone in the region of the Middle East,

Welcoming all initiatives leading to general and com-
plete disarmament, including in the region of the Middle
East, and in particular on the establishment therein of a
zone free of weapons of mass destruction, including nu-
clear weapons,

Emphasizing the essential role of the United Nations in
the establishment of a nuclear-weapon-free zone in the
region of the Middle East,

Having examined the report of the Secretary-General on
the implementation of resolution 45/52,1

1. Urges all parties directly concerned to consider se-
riously taking the practical and urgent steps required for
the implementation of the proposal to establish a nuclear-
weapon-free zone in the region of the Middle East in ac-
cordance with the relevant resolutions of the General As-
sembly, and, as a means of promoting this objective,
invites the countries concerned to adhere to the Treaty on
the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons;'®

2. Calils upon all countries of the region that have not
done so, pending the establishment of the zone, to agree to
place all their nuclear activities under International Atomic
Energy Agency safeguards;

3. Invites all countries of the region, pending the estab-
lishment of a nuclear-weapon-free zone in the region of the
Middle East, to declare their support for establishing such
a zone, consistent with paragraph 63 (d) of the Final Docu-
ment of the Tenth Special Session of the General Assem-
bly, and to deposit those declarations with the Security
Council;

4. Also invites those countries, pending the estab-
lishment of the zone, not to develop, produce, test or other-
wise acquire nuclear weapons or permit the stationing on
their territories, or territories under their control, of nuclear
weapons or nuclear explosive devices;

5. Invites the nuclear-weapon States and all other
States to render their assistance in the establishment of the
zone and at the same time to refrain from any action that
runs counter to both the letter and the spirit of the present
resolution;

6. Invites all parties to consider the appropriate means
that may contribute towards the goal of general and com-
plete disarmament and the establishment of a zone free of
weapons of mass destruction in the region of the Middle
East;

7. Requests the Secretary-General to conduct further
consultations with the States of the region and other
concerned States, on the basis of the study undertaken
by him in accordance with paragraph 8 of resolution
43/65,'% as well as the views and suggestions submitted
by Member States in accordance with paragraph 9 of
resolution 45/52,'"! taking into account the evolving situ-
ation in the region, to explore further the ways and means

of establishing a nuclear-weapon-free zone in the Middle
East;

8. Also requests the Secretary-General to submit to the
General Assembly at its forty-seventh session a report on
the implementation of the present resolution;

9. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
forty-seventh session the item entitled “Establishment of a
nuclear-weapon-free zone in the region of the Middle
East”.
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46/31. Establishment of a nuclear-weapon-free zone

in South Asia

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolutions 3265 B (XXIX) of 9 December
1974, 3476 B (XXX) of 11 December 1975, 31/73 of 10
December 1976, 32/83 of 12 December 1977, 33/65 of 14
December 1978, 34/78 of 11 December 1979, 35/148 of 12
December 1980, 36/88 of 9 December 1981, 37/76 of 9
December 1982, 38/65 of 15 December 1983, 39/55 of 12
December 1984, 40/83 of 12 December 1985, 41/49 of 3
December 1986, 42/29 of 30 November 1987, 43/66 of 7
December 1988, 44/109 of 15 December 1989 and 45/53
of 4 December 1990 concerning the establishment of a
nuclear-weapon-free zone in South Asia,

Reiterating its conviction that the establishment of nuclear-
weapon-free zones in various regions of the world is one
of the measures that can contribute effectively to the ob-
jectives of non-proliferation of nuclear weapons and gen-
eral and complete disarmament,

Believing that the establishment of a nuclear-weapon-
free zone in South Asia, as in other regions, will assist in
the strengthening of the security of the States of the region
against the use or threat of use of nuclear weapons,

Taking note with appreciation of the declarations issued
at the highest level by Governments of South Asian States
that are developing their peaceful nuclear programmes, re-
affirming their undertaking not to acquire or manufacture
nuclear weapons and to devote their nuclear programmes
exclusively to the economic and social advancement of
their peoples,

Welcoming the recent proposal for the conclusion of a
bilateral or regional nuclear-test-ban agreement in South
Asia,

Taking note of the proposal to convene, under the aus-
pices of the United Nations, a conference on nuclear non-
proliieration in South Asia as soon as possible, with the
participation or the regional and other concerned States,

Bearing in mind the provisions of paragraphs 60 to 63
of the Final Document of the Tenth Special Session of the
General Assembly? regarding the establishment of nuclear-
weapon-free zones, including in the region of South Asia,

Taking note also of the report of the Secretary-General,'?

1. Reaffirms its endorsement, in principle, of the con-
cept of a nuclear-weapon-free zone in South Asia;

2. Urges once again the States of South Asia to con-
tinue to make all possible efforts to establish a nuclear-
weapon-free zone in South Asia and to refrain, in the
meantime, from any action contrary to that objective;



