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As a co-sponsorofthe proposed conference on a Middle Eastzone free of weapons of mass destruction
(MEWMDFZ), envisionedin the 2010 Non-Proliferation Treaty Review Conference Final Document, the United
States regrets to announce thatthe conference cannotbe convened because of presentconditions in the Middle
East and thefact that states in theregion have notreached agreementon acceptable conditions for a

conference.

The United States will continue to work seriously with our partners to create conditions for ameaningful
conference. We are particularly grateful for the tireless efforts of Ambassador Jaakko Laajava, the appointed
facilitator, supported by the United States, the United Kingdom, the Russian Federation and the UN Secretary
General, to lay the groundwork for asuccessful conference againstthe backdrop ofturmoil and dramatic political
changetaking placein the Middle Eastand Iran’s continuing defiance of its international nonproliferation

obligations.

The United States believes thata deep conceptual gap persistsin theregionon app roaches toward regional
security and arms control arrangements. These differences can only be bridged through directengagementand
agreement among the states in the region. Outside states cannotimpose aprocess on theregion any more than
they can dictate an outcome. The mandate for a MEWMDFZ must come from theregion itself. That principle

must underlie any serious undertaking on this issue.

Looking ahead, we encourage states in the region to take a fresh look at the obstacles standing in the way of
conveningaconference and to begin to explore terms for a successful meeting. This will require that all parties
agree onthepurposeand scopeofaconferenceand on an agendaand process thattakes into accountthe
legitimate security interests of all states in theregion. We believe that this conference should discuss abroad
agendathat covers regional security and all WMD issues, and that it must operate solely on the basis of

consensus amongregional parties.

These are appropriate guidelines for official dialogue on security issues in the Middle Eastwhere none currently
exists. They provide the necessary assurance that states can attend a conference on an equal footing. We would

notsupportaconferencein whichany regional state would be subject to pressure orisolation.

The United States will continue to work with our partners to supportan outcome in which states in theregion
approach thisissue on the basis of mutual respectand understanding and with acknowledgementofthe
challengesinherentin advancingregional security and arms control. Aconference handled thisway, with direct

engagementofthe regional states, will enjoy the greatest prospects for success.

The United States fully supports the goal ofa Middle East free of all weapons of mass destruction and we stand

by our commitments. We further note our view that a comprehensive and durable peacein theregion and full



compliance by all regional states with their arms control and nonproliferation obligations are essential precursors

for the establishmentofsuch a zone.
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