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I have the honour to tra?smit herewith a letter addressed to you from

Dr. Ahmed Esmat Abdel Meguid, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs
of Egypt, coancerning the establishment of a zone free from weapons of mass
destruction in the Middle East and summarizing President Hosni Mubarak's statement
in this regard.

I kindly request that the letter be distributed as a document of the General
Assembly, under items 35, 51, 57 and 58 of the preliminary list, and of the
Security Council,

(Signed) Amre MOUSSA
Ambassador
Permanent Representative

* A/45/50.

90-10138 1455i (E) /..




A/45/219
S/21252
English
Page 2

ANNEX

Letter from the Deputy Prime Minigter and Minister of Foreign
Affairs of Eqypt addressed to the Secretary-General

The Middle East, as you are well aware, continues to be a highly volatile
conflict-torn region. Even in these times, when a rising tide of peace seems to be
emerging in different regions of the world, as you so succinctly remarked in your
report to the General Assembly at its forty-fourth session on the work of the
United Nations (A/44/1), “"the situation of the Middle East remains a source of
profound and intense concern e

Recent developments in the region have further underscored the importance and
urgency of safequarding the Middle East from the ominous implications associated
with nuclear weapons and other weapons of mass destruction.

Egypt has, for over 15 years, called for the establishment of a
nuclear-weapon-free zone in the Middle East. This position emanated from our
unwavering commitment to nuclear disarmament, as well as nuclear weapcns
non-proliferation, and our deep conviction that the introduction of auclear weapons
into the Middle East would have devastating consequences on the prospects for
stability and security in the region, and for the maintenance of intermational
peace and security in general.

At the forty-third session of the General Assembly, the international
community once again reiterated its support for the establishment of =2
nuclear-weapon-free zone in the Middle East. 1In its resolution 43/65 of
7 December 1988, the General Assembly adopted without a vote, inter alia,
highlighted certain measures and steps to be cornsidered by States of the region
pending the establishment of such a zone, foremost amongst which were adherence to
the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons and the application of
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) safeguards to the nuclear facilities in
the States of the region.

It is worthy of note that Egypt and the other Arab States that have
significant nuclear programmes have undertaken these measures. They have met the
standard, universally acknowledged to be a legally binding determination, not to
acquire nuclear weapons, as well as the verification procedures imperative to
assure compliance. Now it is of paramount importance that all States of the region
adhere to the said treaty, and accept the application of full IAEA safequards to
their nuclear facilities.

Egypt has also taken an equally forthcoming position and active role in
disarmament efforts relating to other weapons of mass destruction, including in
particular chemical weapons. It is Eqypt's considered opinion that chemical
weapons should be dealt with in a comprehensive and global context involving all
types of weapoas of mass destruction, whether nuclear, chemical or biological, in
order to ensure international and regional security.
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President Hosni Mubarak, on 8 April 1990, categorically declared Egypt's
support for ensuring that the Middle East becowe a zone free from all types of
weapons of mass destruction. President Mubarak emphasized the following:

(1) All weapons of mass destruction, without exception, should be prohibited
in the Middle East, i.e. nuclear, chemical, biological, etec.

(2) All States of the region, without exception, should make equal and
reciprocal commitments in this regard.

(3) Verification measures and modalities should be established to ascertain
full compliance by all States of the region with the full scope of the prohibitions
without exception.

Egypt shall continue to work with States in the region, and beyond, towards
declarina the Middle East a zone free from all weapons of mass destruction, and the
establishment of the requisite international verification measures, applicable to
all the States of the region on an equal basis. It is our sincere hope that the
other States of the region will be equally forthcoming in this regard, as we strive
to enhance the prospects for a just, lasting peace in the Middle East.




