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Further to the Pernanent Representat ive , s letter of 26 lebrr.rary f9^\ G/36/IIZ.S/1f+387) concerning rny Governnrent r s ratification of the Treatv on the
ltron-Proli ferat ion of lJuclear \,treapons (General Assenbly resolulion 2373 (XXIT),
annex), t have the honour to bring the folloving to your attention:

1, It i.s the viev of the Government of Egypt that the Treaty on the
Non-Proli feration of Nuclear Weapons is a milestone on the road to\4,ardsachieving nuc1ear disarn0ament and, as such, constitutes an important step
towards generaf and comFfete disarmament.

2. the Treaty, in article VII, recognizes 'the right of any group of Statesto concfude regional treaties in order to assue the total absence of nucl-ear
\^reapons in thei.r respective territorieslr. The importance of this aJticle isthat it takes into account the realities of the various regions of the '\,rorl,d.
The Treaty, therefore, 'rhile establ-ishing a general and comprehensive r6gime,
makes provision for the characteristics of each particular region. Ttrerefore
the Treaty, and in particular article vrr, clearfy acconmodates the conditions
inherent in the l,4iddle last.
3. ,4s a rnanifesLarion of ;gyDL's cormitnenl ro t'he ob. ectives of the Trealy
on the i$on-Prol-i feration of irTuclear I{eapons, Egypt has, since the twenty-ninth
session of the Genera] Assembly in I97\" advocated the establishment of a
nuc.lear-weapcn-.free zone in the l{iddl.e East, It is also important tc recalIin this connexion that Egypt has consistently naintained that the adherenceto the non-proli ferat ion Treaty wouJ-d stTengthen the nuclear-r,reapon-f?eer6gine, Therefore, all Assembly resolutlons calling for the establishnent of
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such a zone, including resolution 35/f\7, urged r]a11 parties concerned as a
means of promoting this objective (i.e. the nuc lear-veapon"free zone in the
lrliddfe East) to adherc to the Treaty on the Non-Proli feration of ltruclear
l,leapons". It is pertinent to recali in this respect that the l-atter resolution
was adopted r'/ i Lhout' oojection. Thus, for the firsi rine since the adoption
of Assembly resolution 3253 (xxIX), all concerned parties supported the
establishment of a nuclea-r-weapon-free zone in the l'4idd1e last'
)r. Encouraged by such a developflent, igypt decided to ratify the
non-proli ferati on Treaty. such a step should be seen as a furthel conmitrnent
on the part of Egypt to the ests.blishrnent of a nuclear-weapon-free zone In
the l.{iddle East as lre1l as an add.itional manifestation of its determination to
ensu-re that nuclear \Ieapcns are not introduced in our region'

5. General Assembly reso.Iution 35/I[T providsd for various a]lproaches touards
the establishment of the nuclear-!.Ieapon- free zone. Such approaches should not
be seen as alternatives but rather as compleloenta]'y and mutually reinforcing.
One of the approaches is stipulated in paragraph 6 of tbe resolution' This
approach provides for a rofe for the Secretary-General in the process of
Fsl-Ahl i sl' ins a nrrc I f-e r-r,rea.non-f ree zone in the IIiddl e Fast. lhe resolution
invited the Secretarv-GeneTa1 ''to continue to explore the possibilities of
r-,..i-- sy^dr^nr +-irards Lhe establishrnenL ol a nuc I ear-weanon - free zone in theu4r!rr16 rir u5f cr n !vn
region of the lliddle East". In the light of the step taken by my Governnent
and to safeguard the monentum generated therefrcm, it may be appropriate to
consider urdertaking a study to explore the modalities fo1. establishing a
nuclear-'weapon- free zone in the Middfe East" taking into account the
nr=ron-prier ine -"rtinrrt.r r.'r '.1-p resion - -n this connexion, the cornprehcnsive
stlldy of the queition of nuc lear-weapon-free zones undertahen by an Ad Hoc
Group of Qualified Governmental Experts under the auspices cf the conference
of the Conrnittee cn Disarmament in L97, L/ may be a source upon which the
study in question may dra"w.

6. It is the considered view of my Governrnent that a study on the
establishment of the nuclear-1,reapon-free zone in the l4iddl'e East will
undoubtedly facilitate the establishnent of the zone, in sc far as it nay
help to focus the attention of the concerned parties on the modalities
required to establish the nuc lear-!'.eapon- free zone.

In conclusion, I wish to reiterate my oovernment rs firn conviction that the
establishment of a nuclear-weapon- free zone in a crucial and sensitive area- such
as the Middle llast will not only contribute t or,rards the achievement of peace and
---*ir.i-,. -'- +!"- F--: .- }.l , r. ir l ..d^r,-1-6d1" ^^nstiLut e a signi licant conLributionuJ !rL Lrrs r car{vrr uur pfrr wruvuwu!u+J ev

to the cause of world peace.

I/ Official Records of the General Assembly' Thirtieth Session'
Supplement ltro. 27 A (A/f0027/Add. 1 ) ' annex I.
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